Literacy
Matters

Mar Apr 2014
Serving the Residents and Employees of Creek County since 1989

Encourage • Educate • Equip

Creek County Literacy Program Seeks Rummage Sale Donations
Spring in Sapulpa means garage sales, yard
sales and rummage sales and Creek County
Literacy Program is planning the Second
Annual CCLP Indoor Rummage Sale
Thursday, May 1 from 9am to 3pm!
100% of the proceeds from the sale will
benefit CCLP. Last year’s Rummage Sale
raised $850, which helps further the
Mission of the Creek County Literacy
Program, which is to encourage, educate
and equip aspiring readers to overcome the
barriers of illiteracy.
“As residents are doing their spring

cleaning and decluttering, we ask that they
please consider donating items to our sale,”
said Melissa Struttmann, Executive Director
of CCLP. “All donations are tax deductible.
Call 918-224-9647 to arrange drop off of
items at the Library Annex, 15 North Poplar
Street in Sapulpa,” she added.
CCLP seeks donations on the following
items:
Electronics: TVs, radios, DVDs, CDs,
computer games, small appliances
Household Items: Home décor, dishes,
small furniture, small exercise equipment
Toys: Games, baby gear, books, etc.

Please Note: We are NOT accepting
clothing items.
All items donated should be in working
order, gently used and clean. Any unsold
items will be donated to a local charity.
17% of adults in Creek County 18 years or
older do not have a high school diploma,
and 4% of adults in Creek County 18 years
or older do not have a 9th grade education.
More than 400,000 Oklahoma adults are
functionally illiterate.
For more information, contact the office at
918-224-9647 or info@creekliteracy.org.

The Creek County Literacy Program’s 16th Annual Spelling Bee is
April 3—It’s Time for You to BEE Back in School!
It’s time for Sapulpa’s most fun and
entertaining event – the Creek County
Literacy Program’s Annual Spelling Bee,
Thursday April 3, 6:30pm at Sapulpa High
School Commons. Back for the 16th year,
the Spelling Bee will no doubt be another
intense, grueling and fun-filled spelling
competition.
“It’s Time for you to BEE Back in School” is
this year’s theme. How will YOUR team BEE
Back in School – dressed as football
players, gym teachers, nerds, cheerleaders,
librarians, jocks – or the Homecoming
Court? However you come, just make sure
you aren’t tardy! We are having dinner
school cafeteria style – don’t lose your
lunch ticket – or worse – get detention!

Enjoy the great dinner, silent auction, door
prizes and greatly anticipated Spelling Bee!
It’s time to BEE Back in School with all your
friends and Creek County Literacy Program!
“Money raised from the Spelling Bee
furthers our Mission, which is to encourage,
educate and equip aspiring readers to
overcome the barriers of illiteracy,”
explained Melissa M. Struttmann, Executive
Director of Creek County Literacy Program.
“This fundraiser makes up approximately
9% of our annual operating budget.”
Corporate teams of three compete for the
coveted traveling trophy while helping lead
the fight against illiteracy. Trophies are
awarded to the Overall Winner, top Bank,
School, Civic & Club, Business and Public

Service. Prizes are also awarded for Best
Team Name, Best Theme Costumes and
Best Spellers at the end of the evening. The
cost for a team is $175 which includes
open seating and dinner for three, and
three exclusive event T-Shirts. Additional
sponsor levels are available. Join us as a
Bee Keeper - Spectators are invited to
show their support for only $35!
Who will prevail this year and take home
the top prize? Find out on April 3 as teams
compete for bragging rights and win the
2014 Spelling Bee.
information and registration forms are
available online at creekliteracy.org. For
additional information call 918-224-9647
or email info@creekliteracy.org.

Health Literacy Program Continues to Impact Community
The Creek County Literacy Program has implemented a very
dynamic and helpful program of Literacy in Health. At the
recent event, “Parents, You Matter” held at CCLP, participants
learned about a very valuable resource available in Creek
County for safe medication disposal.
These individual disposal kits are safe, easy to use, and will protect the
environment. Many people have expired or unused medicines in their
medicine cabinets and they wonder about the best way to get rid of these
medicines. The disposal kits are approved by Oklahoma Poison Control because
they neutralize the chemistry in medicines and the kit can be thrown into the trash
with no harm to the environment.
Proper disposal helps to prevent the accidental use of old medicines. It also
prevents medicines from being accidentally taken by curious youngsters. Quick
and efficient disposal of medicines makes a household safer for the residents.
For a limited time, CCLP will have available these packets available for you to pick
up, and use. Come by the office at 15 North Poplar Street in Sapulpa.



CCLP Presents Allen Bowden
School With 400 Children’s Books
Megan Hurt, a 3rd grade teacher at Allen Bowden Public School and
Intern Samantha Chambers are coordinating a Literacy Night in April
at Allen Bowden School. CCLP recently donated a book for each child
enrolled in the pre-K through 8th grade school for an upcoming
Literacy Night.

CCLP Updates Website
Have you logged on to our website lately? It’s still a work in
progress, but check it out! We’re very proud of it! Logon to
www.creekliteracy.org. A big thanks to Tulsa Area United Way for
creating the fresh new look.
And since you’re online, like us on www.facebook.com/
CreekCountyLiteracyProgram and follow us at www.twitter.com/
CreekLiteracy.

Megan hopes to encourage a love of reading between parents and
children through this event. The Literacy Night is camping-themed
and will offer lots of fun activities geared around reading.

The Mission of the
Creek County Literacy Program
is to encourage, educate and equip
aspiring readers to overcome the
barriers of illiteracy.

The Parents Lounge—Creating a Positive Reading Climate
by Donna Hall, M.Ed.
Many times parents ask the best way to
encourage their children to read. First, I
would create a positive reading climate in
your home. Here are some of my top
suggestions:
1. Model reading: It is important for your
children to see you actively engaged in
reading. Have magazines, books, etc. in
your home. Purchase a subscription to a
children’s magazine for your child. Let
them see you reading. Engage your
children’s help in reading recipes,
directions, etc. which is both engaging and
sets a purpose for reading.
2. Libraries/Bookstores: Take your child

regularly to the local public library. Check
with the library staff to see if there are any
story times or activities your child can
attend. Help your child check out books that
are of interest and at the correct reading
level. If you have a very young child, let
them help you pick out a book to read. Talk
about the front cover of the books and
guess what the book will be about.

4. Reading Area: Set aside a reading area
for your child that is quiet, has
comfortable seating, is well lit, and has a
variety of materials for the child to read.
Just like adults, children like their own
comfy space to relax and read.

3. Phone Apps: Download apps on your
phone that promote reading skills. There
are many free apps online that can be
downloaded to your phone, such as
rhyming games, letter match, etc. These
apps can be very entertaining and
educational not only at home, but when
traveling.

Happy Reading!

These tips will get you started in creating a
positive climate for reading.

Donna serves as Board Member for CCLP.
She is a National Board Certified Teacher in
Early Childhood, a Reading Specialist, and
has a Master’s in Reading. She currently
serves as a REAC3H Instructional Coach.

Tai Chi Classes Continue Through April 28, Resume May 19
Have you participated in the Monday morning Tai Chi classes yet? If you
haven’t, you’re in the minority. CCLP is hosting anywhere from 40+ on
Monday mornings at 10am for Tai Chi Classes.
“It is encouraged for anyone over 45 years of age,” shared Instructor Gina
Wozencraft. “The purpose of the program is to improve one’s balance and
reduce the likelihood of falling. Studies have shown that Tai Chi improves
muscular strength, balance, postural control, and reduces the older adults’
risk of falling by 47-55%, as well as reducing the risk of falls by Parkinson’s
Disease patients by 67%.
The Tai Chi classes are part of our Health Literacy initiative through ODL.
Gina Wozencraft with Creek County Health Department leads the one hour
classes each week, and these folks love her! Come out and try the free class.

25th Anniversary
Celebration ...
Announcement
Coming Soon!

April 26 is National Drug Take Back Day
In line with the Literacy in Health program
at the Creek County Literacy Program, it is
important to note that April 26, 2014 is a
National Drug Take Back Day.
On this day there is a special emphasis on
proper disposal of unwanted and unused
medicines. In Creek County there are three
permanent Drug Drop Boxes to receive these
medicines. The addresses are noted below.
These boxes are managed by the Oklahoma
Bureau of Narcotics and regularly emptied
for the drugs to be destroyed properly.
If you are unable to use these permanent
locations, CCLP has a supply of individual
medicine disposal kits available. (See article
“Health Literacy Program Continues to
Impact Community” on page two.)

Social Media Day + 3 Classes = Success!

Bristow Police Station, 110 W. 7th St.
Mannford Police Station, 300 Coonrod Dr.
Sapulpa Police Station, 20 N. Walnut

How You Can Help Creek County Literacy Program
Financial contributions from individuals
and organizations are vital to the ongoing
work of the Creek County Literacy
Program. With your help, we can continue
to reach the increasing number of
residents and employees of Creek County
who need basic literacy services. CCLP is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible.
Here are some of the ways you can help:
Financial Contributions
To make a tax deductible contribution,
please send your check to:

Creek County Literacy Program
15 North Poplar Street
Sapulpa, OK 74066
Through Special Events
CCLP hosts several special fundraisers
throughout the year.
We also encourage organizations and
businesses to sponsor special events that
benefit CCLP. These include book fairs,
silent auctions, and other creative ideas.
With In-Kind Products or Services
We are always in need of educational and

office supplies including:

 3 x 5 Index Cards
 11 x 17 copy paper
 Mailing Labels
 Postage Stamps
 File Cabinets
 Paper Products for kitchen & bathroom
 Bottled Water
If you wish to donate business products or
professional services, please contact Melissa
Struttmann, Executive Director at 918-2249647 or mstrutt@creekliteracy.org.
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