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Free Heartsaver CPR AED Class
Offered in November

CCLP Treated Ghosts & Goblins
to Books on Halloween

Beckie Doyle, Health Educator for the Oklahoma State Department
of Health, encourages area residents and families to attend a free
Heartsaver® CPR/AED Course in November at the Library Annex
in Sapulpa.

On October 31, CCLP saw lots of spooky little ghosts and goblins
who wanted nothing but a good book to read. No tricks here, only
treats! “We decided to begin a new tradition of passing out books to
kids in costume on Halloween in an effort to encourage a love of
early reading,” shared Melissa M. Struttmann, Executive Director of
Creek County Literacy Program. “We push our statistics a lot, but it
is vital that every parent be aware of these statistics.”

“This course is not for healthcare providers; rather, it is for anyone
with limited or no medical training who needs a course completion
card in CPR and AED operation to meet job, regulatory or other
requirements,” explained Doyle. “This course is good for those who
have never taken a CPR course and for those that are renewing
their card.”
Upon completion of this course, students receive a Heartsaver®
CPR/AED Course Completion Card that is valid for two years.
During the course, Doyle will conduct video-based lessons and
work with students to complete their
CPR and AED skills practice and testing.
Course completion cards will arrive via
U.S. postal mail approximately 3-4
weeks after the completion of the
course. Proof of attendance can be
provided at the end of class for those
that need immediate proof.
“This course is typically never offered at
no cost. We are very fortunate, through a
grant, to be able to offer it at no charge,”
added Melissa M. Struttmann, Executive
Director of Creek County Literacy
Program.
This free Heartsaver® CPR/AED Course
will be held twice on Thursday,
November 6 from 9am-11:30am and 4pm-6:30pm in the
Library Annex, 15 North Poplar Street in Sapulpa. Refreshments
and snacks will be served. This free Course is open to the public.
Registration is limited to 12 participants for each class.

Nationally, 43% of Americans are functionally illiterate*. More than
400,000 (12%) of Oklahoma adults are functionally illiterate*.
17% of adults in Creek County 18 years or older do not have a high
school diploma. 4% of adults in Creek County 18 years or older do
not have a 9th grade education. Children’s literacy levels are strongly linked to the educational level of their parents, especially their
mothers. One child in four
grows up not knowing how
to read.
85% of all juveniles who
interface with the juvenile
court system are functionally
illiterate. More than 60% of
all prison inmates are functionally illiterate.
On average, an illiterate
adult earns 43% less than
someone with a high school
diploma. 90% of welfare
recipients are high school
dropouts.
*Functionally illiterate is defined as lacking the literacy necessary for coping with most jobs and
many every day situations. These individuals read so poorly that they
do not have the skills to properly fill out a job application, read a recipe card, read/dispute bills or read a prescription label.

Tutors and Learners Corner
Doris and Phillip have
been working together
at Creek County Literacy
Program for almost two years.
Phillip is a maintenance employee
at a local factory. He has moved up steadily
in the seven years he has worked there.
He uses the Ultimate Phonics Computer
Program along with Voyager, flash cards, and
various additional activities to learn to read
better.
Doris has been a tutor at Creek County
Literacy for five years and has recently
retired. She plans to spend more time doing
volunteer work.

Grant Targets Health
Literacy Initiative
A grant from the Oklahoma Department of
Libraries (ODL) is helping CCLP address
the impact low literacy skills have on the
health of Oklahomans.
CCLP received $4,000 to expand their
efforts into a second year. This grant was
funded by the federal Institute of Museum
and Library Services.
“The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reports that almost nine out of
ten Americans have problems reading and
using consumer health information,”
according to Leslie Gelders, ODL Literacy
Coordinator. “If the majority of Americans
have problems understanding health
information, imagine the obstacles faced by
people with low reading skills or a limited
understanding of English.”
Gelders said studies have revealed that an
individual’s ability to read and understand
health information is actually a stronger
predictor of a person’s health than his age,
socioeconomic status, education or
ethnicity.
“We know there is a real and measurable
connection between low literacy skills and
poor health.” Gelders said, “We know 40%
of our fellow Oklahomans may have limited
reading skills, and we know our state
consistently ranks toward the bottom in
terms of our health.”
In order to improve the state’s health
outcomes, Gelders said Oklahomans need
to be able to access and understand reliable

health information, speak effectively with
medical professionals, follow dosage
instructions, and use available resources to
make informed health decisions for
themselves and their families.
This need led ODL to partner with the State
Department of Health and other
organizations to host Oklahoma’s first
Health Literacy Summit in 2012. The
summit brought together more than 200
literacy tutors, adult new learners, and
health providers to learn about plain
language techniques and other strategies to
help communicate health issues to lowlevel readers.

“The grants to literacy programs such as
CCLP are putting these techniques and
strategies into action,” Gelders said. Local
activities will range from providing plain
language materials on different health
topics to hosting health and wellness
classes and workshops.
“The better understanding people have
about their health choices, the better the
outcomes,” Gelders said. “That’s why this
project is so important.”
For information on Oklahoma’s adult
literacy efforts, visit www.odl.state.ok.us/
literacy.

CCLP Receives Grant From the ECE Foundation
Computer Literacy &
Technology
Coordinator Calvin
Barnett proudly
accepted a $2,000
grant from the East
Central Electric
Foundation, Inc.
This grant will
purchase four iPads
for use by the TutorLearner teams.
Thank you, ECE for
your support!

Sapulpa Firefighters Offer Fire
Safety & Prevention Presentation

CCLP Receives Generous Donation
From Verallia of Sapulpa

Sapulpa Firefighters had the rapt attention of 33 participants, young
and old, at a recent Fire Safety Presentation, made possible in part
by a grant from the Oklahoma Department of Libraries with
Library Services and Technology Act funds from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services.

J.T. Charron of Verallia presents a check for $3,500 to Melissa
Struttmann of CCLP to help in the mission to eliminate illiteracy in
Creek County by providing literacy services throughout the
county. Verallia has been a long time supporter of CCLP and we
appreciate their partnership!

CCLP Installs Two New Members to First Aid Presentation by Creek
Board of Directors
County Health Department
CCLP recently welcomed two new members to its Board of Directors. The new members include:
April Roth is a 4th & 5th Grade Reading teacher at Liberty Elementary School in Sapulpa.

Beckie Doyle shared great information to 27 participants, including
“What’s Poison in Your Purse” at a recent workshop, made possible
in part by a grant from the Oklahoma Department of Libraries with
Library Services and Technology Act funds from the Institute of
Museum and Library Services.

Donna Hall is a REAC3H Instructional Coach with parts of Creek
County. Donna works with educators providing professional development on implementing Common Core English Language Arts and
Math.
“We are delighted that these highly talented people have agreed to
serve on our board,” said Barbara Fuente, Board President. “They
bring valuable experience and a deep sense of caring for the people
we serve at CCLP. We look forward to their insight and guidance as
we continue to fulfill our mission.”

Chili & Cornbread Lunch and Bake
Sale Fundraiser Benefits TAUW
Creek County Literacy Program, Caring Community Friends, SHOW
Inc., and Youth Services of Creek County hosted the annual Chili &
Cornbread Lunch and Bake Sale fundraiser benefiting the Tulsa Area
United Way on October 25. Thank you Sapulpa for supporting this
fun event. Because of your generosity, we raised $1,310 for TAUW!

How You Can Help Creek County Literacy Program
Financial contributions from individuals
and organizations are vital to the ongoing
work of the Creek County Literacy
Program. With your help, we can continue
to reach the increasing number of
residents and employees of Creek County
who need basic literacy services. CCLP is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible.
Here are some of the ways you can help:
Financial Contributions
To make a tax deductible contribution,
please send your check to:
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Creek County Literacy Program
15 North Poplar Street
Sapulpa, OK 74066

Creek County Literacy Program
15 North Poplar Street
Sapulpa, OK 74066
Through Special Events
CCLP hosts several special fundraisers
throughout the year.
We also encourage organizations and
businesses to sponsor special events that
benefit CCLP. These include book fairs,
silent auctions, and other creative ideas.
With In-Kind Products or Services
We are always in need of educational and

office supplies including:

 11x17 copy paper
 Mailing Labels
 Postage Stamps
 File Cabinets
 Answering Machine
 Postage scale
 Paper Products for kitchen & bathroom
 Bottled Water
If you wish to donate business products or
professional services, please contact Melissa
Muncy, Executive Director at 918-224-9647

