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Program Designed to Increase Parents’ Understanding of Drug 
and Alcohol Issues Launching at CCLP January 23 

Creek County Literacy Program recently 
announced the launch of a community 
education program designed to increase 
parents’ understanding and confidence in 
preventing and addressing drug and alcohol 
issues. The multimedia training program 
aims to educate parents of teens and tweens 
about why kids use drugs and alcohol. It 
includes information on what parents can 
do to protect their children and tips on how 
to communicate with their kids, monitor 
their activities, spot drug/alcohol use and 
what a parent should do when they find it. 
 
The program, called “Parents: You Matter”, 
was created by The Partnership at 
Drugfree.org, and is designed to be co-
delivered by a range of community 
presenters, from law enforcement, 
prevention and treatment professionals, as 
well as educators and healthcare 
professionals.  
 
“Parents: You Matter” engages parents and 
caring adults through awareness-building 
presentations delivered at local businesses 
and civic organizations, schools and parent 
groups.  
 
Creek County Literacy Program and OSU 
Prevention have joined together to bring 
the “Parents: You Matter” program to Creek 
County. This presentation will be held at the 
Library Annex, 15 North Poplar Street in 
Sapulpa on Thursday, January 23 at 5:30pm. 
The presentation is free of charge. 
 

“We are very excited to host this 
informative program,” shared Melissa M. 
Struttmann, Executive Director for Creek 
County Literacy Program. “We encourage 
parents and community organizations 
alike to attend.” 
 
The presentation contains a number of 
videos, including public service 
announcements from The Partnership at 
Drugfree.org, first-person stories and 
information from numerous area experts. 
Drug-specific educational modules are 
also offered to allow presenters to 
customize the program to local needs, 
offering parents the most relevant 
information about the risks of drugs to 
their teens. 
 
17% of adults in Creek County 18 years or 
older do not have a high school diploma, 
and 4% of adults in Creek County 18 years 
or older do not have a 9th grade education. 
More than 400,000 Oklahoma adults are 
functionally illiterate. The Mission of the 
Creek County Literacy Program is to 
encourage, educate and equip aspiring 
readers to overcome the barriers of 
illiteracy. 
 
This free program is a health literacy 
outreach project of Creek County Literacy 
Program, the Oklahoma Department of 
Libraries, with funding provided by the 
Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) and the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. 

For more information or to register for this 
free event, call 918-224-9647 or email 
info@creekliteracy.org.  
 
Ninety percent of addictions start in the 
teenage years. The Partnership at 
Drugfree.org is dedicated to solving the 
problem of teen substance abuse. Together 
with experts in science, parenting and 
communications, the nonprofit translates 
research on teen behavior, addiction and 
treatment into useful and effective resources 
for both individuals and communities. If you 
or someone you know is struggling with 
drug or alcohol abuse, please call The 
Parents Toll-Free Helpline at 1-855-
DRUGFREE. 

http://pact360.org/programs/parents360
http://www.drugfree.org/
mailto:info@creekliteracy.org
http://www.drugfree.org
http://www.drugfree.org/get-treatment


 

 

CCLP “Graduate” 
Devante Thomas Visited 

During Christmas Break. 
 

Devante Thomas, who began 
tutoring at CCLP as a fourth grader 

and worked very hard to overcome learning 
difficulties, is now a college student at 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College in 
Miami. He is attending under a full 
scholarship.  
 
Apparently those hours of tutoring paid 
off—along with all the hard work he puts 
forth in studying—Devonte’s grades were all 
B’s this past semester!  
 
Devonte stopped in during Christmas Break 
and visited with staff and one of his former 
tutors, Elizabeth Martin, shown here. CCLP is 
very proud of the young man Devante is and 
applauds his efforts. Congratulations, 
Devante! 

 Tutors and Learners Corner 

16th Annual Spelling Bee benefiting Creek 
County Literacy Program  
 
It’s time for Sapulpa’s most fun and 
entertaining event – the Creek County 
Literacy Program’s Annual Spelling Bee, 
Thursday April 3, 6:30pm at Sapulpa High 
School Commons. Back for the 16th year, 
the Spelling Bee will no doubt be another 
intense, grueling and fun-filled spelling 
competition.  
 
“It’s Time for you to BEE Back in School” is 
this year’s theme. How will YOUR team BEE 
Back in School – dressed as football 
players, gym teachers, nerds, cheerleaders, 
librarians, jocks – or the Homecoming 
Court? However you come, just make sure 
you aren’t tardy! We are having dinner 
school cafeteria style – don’t lose your 
lunch ticket – or worse – get detention! 
 
Enjoy the great dinner, silent auction, door 
prizes and greatly anticipated Spelling Bee! 
It’s time to BEE Back in School with all your 
friends and Creek County Literacy 
Program! 
 
“Money raised from the Spelling Bee 
furthers our Mission, which is to encourage, 
educate and equip aspiring readers to 
overcome the barriers of illiteracy,” 
explained Melissa M. Struttmann, Executive 

Director of Creek County Literacy Program. 
“This fundraiser makes up approximately 
9% of our annual operating budget.” 
 
Corporate teams of three compete for the 
coveted traveling trophy while helping lead 
the fight against illiteracy. Trophies are 
awarded to the Overall Winner, top Bank, 
School, Civic & Club, Business and Public 
Service. Prizes are also awarded for Best 
Team Name, Best Theme Costumes and 
Best Spellers at the end of the evening. The 
cost for a team is $175 which includes open 
seating and dinner for three, and three 
exclusive event T-Shirts. Additional sponsor 
levels are available. Join us as a Bee Keeper 
- Spectators are invited to show their 
support for only $35! 
 
The 2013 Overall Winner was Sapulpa 
Daily Herald’s “The Good News Crew”. The 
Best Costume Award went to Arvest Bank’s 
“The Depps”. The Sapulpa Library’s “The 
Wanna-BEEZZZ” took home the Team Spirit 
Award. Arvest Bank won in the Bank 
Division, Sapulpa High School won in the 
School Division, Sapulpa Public Library won 
in the Civics & Clubs Division, Sapulpa Daily 
Herald won in the Businesses Division, and 
Sapulpa Arts won in the Public Service 
Division.  
  
Who will prevail this year and take home 

the top prize? Find out on April 3 as teams 
compete for bragging rights and win the 
2014 Spelling Bee. 
 
17% of adults in Creek County 18 years or 
older do not have a high school diploma, 
and 4% of adults in Creek County 18 years 
or older do not have a 9th grade education. 
Statewide, more than 400,000 Oklahoma 
adults are functionally illiterate. Sponsor 
information and registration forms are 
available online at creekliteracy.org. For 
additional information call 918-224-9647 
or email info@creekliteracy.org.  

Creek County Literacy Program Presents its 16th Annual Spelling 
Bee – It’s Time for You to BEE Back in School! 

mailto:info@creekliteracy.org


 

 

CCLP Supports Local Schools 
 
CCLP Board Member Donna Hall is shown here presenting 140 
children’s books to Gypsy School Superintendent Rachel Collins in 
December. These books were presented to each child as a gift on 
behalf of CCLP.  

CCLP’s Calendar of Events 
January  
20 • MLK Jr Day Office 
Closed  
    
21 • Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
21 • Parents You 
Matter Presentation 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
27 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
27 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
February  
3/10/17/24 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
13 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
17 • Presidents Day 
Office Closed  
 

18/19/20 • Social 
Media Day Workshop 
Library Annex—9am-
2pm 
 
18 • Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
20 • Heart Healthy 
Quick Meals Workshop 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
March  
3/10/17/24 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
10 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
18 • Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
April  
3 • 16th Annual Creek 
County Spelling Bee 
Sapulpa High School 
Commons—6:30pm 

10 • Volunteer 
Appreciation Banquet  
Library Annex—Noon 
 
15 • Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
17 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
24 • 2nd Annual Indoor 
Garage Sale 
Library Annex—9am-
3pm 
 
May  
21 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
20 • Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
August  
19 • Annual Board 
Retreat Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 

The Mission of the 

Creek County Literacy Program  

is to encourage, educate and equip 

aspiring readers to overcome the 

barriers of illiteracy. 

Call the Office at 918-224-9647 to sign up for  
the Social Media Day Workshop —Seating is Limited! 
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15 North Poplar Street 

Sapulpa, OK 74066 

How You Can Help Creek County Literacy Program 
Financial contributions from individuals 
and organizations are vital to the ongoing 
work of the Creek County Literacy 
Program. With your help, we can continue 
to reach the increasing number of 
residents and employees of Creek County 
who need basic literacy services. CCLP is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 
Donations are tax deductible.  
 
Here are some of the ways you can help: 
 
Financial Contributions 
To make a tax deductible contribution, 
please send your check to: 

Creek County Literacy Program  
15 North Poplar Street  
Sapulpa, OK 74066 
 
Through Special Events 
CCLP hosts several special fundraisers 
throughout the year.  
 
We also encourage organizations and 
businesses to sponsor special events that 
benefit CCLP. These include book fairs, 
silent auctions, and other creative ideas. 
 
With In-Kind Products or Services 
We are always in need of educational and 

office supplies including: 

3 x 5 Index Cards 

 11 x 17 copy paper 

 Mailing Labels 

 Postage Stamps 

 File Cabinets 

 Paper Products for kitchen & bathroom 

 Bottled Water 
 
If you wish to donate business products or 
professional services, please contact Melissa 
Struttmann, Executive Director at 918-224-
9647 or mstrutt@creekliteracy.org. 


