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CCLP announced the launch of two free 
workshops for parents of young children. 
On Monday, May 19, 9am - 10am, Mommy 
and Me – Increasing Oral Language in 
Young Children, for mothers and their 
children ages birth to three years old. 
Mothers currently pregnant are also 
welcome! 
 
Oral language is a precursor to reading and 
writing. In order for students to be 
proficient when reading and writing, 
children must first have the necessary oral 
language skills to transfer to print. This 

workshop will focus on the reason oral 
language is vital and ways parents can 
increase oral language skills in their 
children. As parents learn about oral 
language, they will be using these skills to 
interact with their children during this 
session. 
 
And on Monday, May 19, 5:30pm - 6:30pm, 
Creative Summer Reading Skills – Fun 
Activities to Prevent the “Summer Slide” for 
parents who have children ages four to nine 
years old.  
 
At the end of the school year, many 
students have made tremendous gains in 
reading; however, upon returning to school, 
parents are told their child is reading below 
grade level. This leaves many parents 
wondering how this could happen. This 
phenomenon is called “Summer Slide,” 
indicating the child has lost some of the 
reading ability gained during the previous 
school year. Reading is a skill, much like 
playing sports, learning dance techniques, 
or playing a musical instrument. In order to 
maintain or increase skills, children have to 
practice. This workshop will focus on fun 
and active ways to maintain or even 
increase a child’s reading ability.  
 
These workshops will be held at the Library 
Annex, 15 North Poplar Street in Sapulpa. 
 
“We are very excited to host these 
workshops,” shared Melissa Struttmann, 
Executive Director the Creek County 

Literacy Program. “The Presenter is a 
National Board Certified Teacher in Early 
Childhood, a Reading Specialist, and has a 
Master’s in Reading. She currently serves 
as a REAC3H Instructional Coach.” 
 
17% of adults in Creek County 18 years or 
older do not have a high school diploma, 
and 4% of adults in Creek County 18 years 
or older do not have a 9th grade education. 
Statewide, more than 400,000 Oklahoma 
adults are functionally illiterate. For more 
information and to register for either of 
these workshops, please call 918-224-9647.  

Two Free Workshops for Parents of Young Children Available May 19:  
Increasing Oral Language in Young Children, and Creative Summer 
Reading Skills – Fun Activities to Prevent the “Summer Slide” 



 

 

CCLP Receives Grants from 
Bristow Walmart and ODL 
 
The Bristow Walmart recently presented a $1,000 check to CCLP. 
 
Oklahoma Department of Libraries recently presented CCLP with an 
additional $1,340 towards their technology grant.  
 
CCLP used these funds to purchase iPads. Since the Fall of 2013, CCLP 
has acquired a total of 19 iPads through various grants. These tablets 
have been used in one-on-one Tutor-Learner training sessions and 
small group presentations.  Learning through technology and iPads 
has been a huge hit at Creek County Literacy Program! 
 
Thank you Bristow Walmart and Oklahoma Department of Libraries, 
we appreciate your ongoing partnership! 

New Financial Training Program Designed to Assist Adults 
in Personal Money Management 
CCLP announced the launch of a 
community education program designed to 
increase adults’ understanding and 
confidence in personal money 
management. This six week course aims to 
educate adults about finances on a basic 
level. It includes information on Identity 
Theft, Managing Your Money: increasing 
income and reducing expenses, Managing 
Your Money Utilizing Cash, Checking and 
Savings Accounts, Obtaining and Managing 
Credit and Household Insurance. 
 
The program will be presented in a group 
setting and is designed to assist attendees 
in developing their own personal financial 
plan. Sessions will include; handouts, an 
introduction to complimentary technology, 
shopping activities, a cooking 
demonstration, group brainstorming and 
outside speakers. Attendees will, by the end 
of the program, have created their own 
easy, practical financial plan to improve 
their financial future. 
 
This Training Program will be held at the 

Library Annex, 15 North Poplar Street in 
Sapulpa on Tuesdays beginning May 6th 
through June 10th from 5:30pm - 
7:00pm. The program is free of charge 
and refreshments will be served at all 
sessions. Childcare will be provided. 

“We are very excited to host this program,” 
shared Melissa Struttmann, Executive 
Director the Creek County Literacy 
Program. “The Presenter is a retired 
Finance Director of a non-profit agency, 
Consultant to non-profit agencies in the 

area of Finance and Human Resources and 
a former ADSAC Facilitator certified by the 
State of Oklahoma. She’s developed a 
custom Financial Training Program for 
Creek County Literacy Program for which 
we have seen a real need.” 
 
The National Center for Family Literacy 
reports that low family income and a 
mother’s lack of education are the two 
biggest risk factors that hamper a child’s 
early learning and development. Of 
Oklahoma children, according to the 
National Center for Children in Poverty, 
49% live in a low-income family. 84% live 
in low-income families with parents who 
do not have a high school degree. 46% live 
in low-income families with a single 
parent. 18% live in low-income families 
who do not have an employed parent. 
 
Adults with a bachelor’s degree earn an 
average of $48,485 a year, while those 
with a high school diploma earn $27,281, 
and those without a high school diploma 
average $19,492. 

Summer Reading Program  

 
Plans are underway for our Summer Reading Program for 
elementary aged children during the weeks of June 9-12 and June 
23-26.  
 
Please call the office 
at 918-224-9647 for 
more information 
on the Summer 
Reading Program.  

Volunteer Appreciation Banquet  
 
The Second Annual Volunteer Appreciation Banquet was a fantastic 
time to honor the dedication and hard work of our Tutors, Board 
Members  and Volunteers. Participants enjoyed a presentation by 
former special education teacher Beth Spears and Board President 
Barbara Fuente presented long time volunteer, board member and 
tutor Derald Buckley with Volunteer of the Year award.   
 
A big thank you to our event sponsors TRC Disaster Solutions and 
ONB Bank. Thank you everyone for all you do for CCLP! 



 

 

Calendar of Events 
May  
6/20/27 •  Earn Your 
Money  
Library Annex—10am 
 
19 • Mommy and 
Me—Increasing Oral 
Language in Young 
Children 
Library Annex—9am 
 
19 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
19 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
19 • Creative Summer 
Reading Skills—Fun 
Activities to Prevent 
the “Summer Slide” 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
20 • Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 

21 • Heartsaver CPR/
AED Course  
Library Annex—9am 
 
22 • Heartsaver CPR/
AED Course  
Library Annex—9am 
 
22 • Heartsaver CPR/
AED Course  
Library Annex—4pm 
 
26 • Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
 
June 
2/9/16/23/30 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
3/10/17 •  Earn Your 
Money  
Library Annex—10am 
 
16 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 

9-12 & 23-26 • 
Summer Reading Club 
Library Annex 
 
July 
7/14/21/28 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
21 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
August  
4 • Tai Chi  
Library Annex—10am 
 
18 • Adult Book Club 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
19 • Annual Board 
Retreat Board Meeting 
Library Annex—5:30pm 
 
September 
1 • Labor Day Office 
Closed 

CCLP Receives Grants from OLC 
and TFCU 
 
The Oklahoma Literacy Coalition and Tinker Federal Credit Union 
recently presented a $1,000 grant to Creek County Literacy Program, 
as well as four other Oklahoma Literacy agencies. 
 
CCLP used these funds to purchase WRAT4 materials, an assessment 
test that Oklahoma Department of Libraries recognizes and 
recommends for English speaking learners. CCLP Staff members are 
trained to initially assess and annually re-assess Learners using the 
Wide Range Achievement Test 4, which measures an individual’s 
ability to read words, comprehend sentences, spell and compute 
solutions to math problems.  
 
Creek County Literacy Program is extremely grateful for the ongoing 
partnerships with Oklahoma Literacy Coalition and Tinker Federal 
Credit Union! 

Tai Chi Quan Program Designed to Reduce Older Adults’ Risk of 
Falling, held Mondays at the Library Annex in Sapulpa 
The Creek County Literacy Program, in conjunction with the Creek 
County Health Department, is offering new class dates for their 
program designed to reduce older adults’ risk of falling.  
 
Classes will be held for 12 weeks. The starting date for the Library 
Annex Tai Chi Program is set for Monday, May 19 at 10am. The first 
class will begin with a discussion on Tai Chi, including a question 
and answer session. Classes will be held Mondays at 10am for one 
hour. The Library Annex is located at 15 N. Poplar St.   
 
Tai Chi Quan – Moving for Better Balance – is a free program geared 
towards adults 65 and older. “It is encouraged for anyone over 45 
years of age,” shared Instructor Gina Wozencraft. “The purpose of 
the program is to improve one’s balance and reduce the likelihood 
of falling. Studies have shown that Tai Chi improves muscular 
strength, balance, postural control, and reduces the older adults’ 

risk of falling by 47-55%, as well as reducing the risk of falls by 
Parkinson’s Disease patients by 67%. The eight forms in this 
program are all derived from the traditional, well-known 24-form 
Yang style Tai Chi, which has been tailored to older adults wishing 
to improve balance and mobility,” she explained. 
 
Research evidence shows falls among older adults in Oklahoma are 
on the rise, and is the leading cause of fatal and non fatal injuries in 
older adults. One in three adults over age 65 fall each year, and 20 
to 30% of falls result in moderate to severe injuries such as bruises, 
hip fractures, or head traumas.  
 
In 2008, hospital studies concluded 14,830 fall-related discharges; 
almost 11,000 were 65 or older. Fall-related hospitalizations 
increased 66% from 2004 to 2008, and this number continues to 
rise as the baby boomers continue to age. 
 
This program is one of the scientifically tested and proven 
interventions that are recommended by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC, 2008) as an effective community-
based exercise program to prevent falls for older adults. Currently, 
the program is being piloted by several other State Health 
Departments in the United States, including California, New York 
and Oregon. 
 
The Tai Chi program is offered at no cost. The instructor has 
completed master level training as the community instructor 
sponsored by the Injury Prevention Services of the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health, and is looking forward to meeting with 
participants to discuss the program. Tai Chi Quan is a health literacy 
outreach project of CCLP, the Oklahoma Department of Libraries, 
with funding provided by the Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. For more 
information, call 918-224-9647.  

Recent Tutor Training Graduates 
 
Please welcome our newest graduating class of Tutors and those 
who freshened up their Tutor training skills. Donna Hall, far right, 
did a fantastic job teaching the two-day course. We appreciate you!  
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How You Can Help Creek County Literacy Program 
Financial contributions from individuals 
and organizations are vital to the ongoing 
work of the Creek County Literacy Program. 
With your help, we can continue to reach 
the increasing number of residents and 
employees of Creek County who need basic 
literacy services. CCLP is a non-profit 501
(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax 
deductible.  
 
Here are some of the ways you can help: 
 
Financial Contributions 
To make a tax deductible contribution, 
please send your check to: 

Creek County Literacy Program  
15 North Poplar Street  
Sapulpa, OK 74066 
 
Through Special Events 
CCLP hosts several special fundraisers 
throughout the year.  
 
We also encourage organizations and 
businesses to sponsor special events that 
benefit CCLP. These include book fairs, silent 
auction, and other creative ideas. 
 
With In-Kind Products or Services 
We are always in need of educational and 

office supplies including: 

 3 x 5 Index Cards 

 11 x 17 copy paper 

 Mailing Labels 

 Postage Stamps 

 File Cabinets 

 Paper Products for kitchen & bathroom 

 Bottled Water 
 
If you wish to donate business products or 
professional services, please contact Melissa 
Struttmann, Executive Director at 918-224-
9647 or mstrutt@creekliteracy.org. 

The Parents Lounge—What is “Summer Slide”?  

by Donna Hall, M.Ed. 
 

Have you ever had a child who made 
tremendous gains in their reading ability 
during the school year, and upon returning 
to school, your child’s new teacher advised 
your child was again having reading 
difficulties? You may have wondered how 
this is possible, or you may have even 
thought that the new teacher was just 
incorrect in the opinion because your child 
read very well at the end of the previous 
school year. This phenomenon is called the 
“Summer Slide”? 
 
“Summer Slide” occurs because many 
children do not read during the summer. 
Reading is a skill just like playing sports, 

learning to play a musical instrument, or any 
other activity requiring practice to maintain 
or excel in the skills necessary to succeed in 
the activity. A child must continue reading 
practice over the summer in order to 
maintain the skills learned and maintain the 
abilities gained during the previous school 
year. In order to encourage reading during 
the summer, make reading fun and active. 
One way to encourage reading practice is to 
sign up for the Summer Reading Program at a 
local or nearby library. The libraries’ Summer 
Reading Programs offer incentives to read, 
weekly activities, and occasional guest 
readers or performers.  
 
CCLP is also offering a class for parents of 
children age four to nine on May 19 from 

5:30pm to 6:30pm entitled “Creative Summer 
Reading Skills – Fun Activities to Prevent 
‘Summer Slide’.” This class will provide 
engaging and fun summertime activities 
focusing on ways to practice reading skills. If 
you are interested in learning about this or to 
register, please contact the Creek County 
Literacy Program at 918-224-9647. I hope I 
see many of you at this class, and if not, I hope 
you will read my next blog in late July/early 
August. Happy Summertime Reading, 
Everyone! 
 
Donna serves as Board Member for CCLP. She is 
a National Board Certified Teacher in Early 
Childhood, a Reading Specialist, and has a 
Master’s in Reading. She currently serves as a 
REAC3H Instructional Coach. 


